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workers and managers. At this point
there is no ergonomics proposal, just
ideas in draft form for tackling the sin-
gle biggest source of injuries to Amer-
ican workers. Why in the world would
we tell the agency not to try to figure
out a cost-effective way to protect
workers from carpal tunnel syndrome
and back injuries?

Mr. Speaker, the DeLay amendment
to delay protection for workers was
reckless, counterproductive, and just
plain stupid.

f

THE IMPORTANCE OF
BIODIVERSITY

(Mr. GILCHREST asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, today
I would like to bring to your attention
two little known animals that are very
important to the pharmaceutical in-
dustry in the United States. The exist-
ence of these animals brings new hope
to high blood pressure sufferers and
heart attack victims in this country.

First, high blood pressure sufferers
look to the pit viper to provide an en-
tirely new generation of extremely ef-
fective antihypertensives. Compounds
found in the venom of these snakes
have lead to greater understanding of
the human mechanism for maintaining
blood pressure. However, number of pit
viper species are threatened with ex-
tinction.

Second, the Houston toad, on the
brink of extinction due to habitat loss,
produces alkaloids which scientists be-
lieve may prevent heart attacks. These
alkaloids also appear to have analgesic
properties more powerful than mor-
phine. The Houston toad is native to
the United States.

At least 500 species and subspecies of
plants and animals in the United
States have become extinct since the
1500’s. Could one of those long-gone
species have held the cure to AIDS,
cancer, or the common cold?

Let us reauthorize a workable Endan-
gered Species Act.

f

STOP PICKING ON KIDS

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I come to
deliver a message from our luncheon on
Sunday: Stop picking on kids.

Little 10-year-old Touissant
Clemmens probably said it best, ‘‘Chil-
dren have to say no to a lot of things.
Food should not be one of them.’’

Mr. Speaker, I cannot for the life of
me understand why we are cutting $6
billion out of the School Lunch Pro-
gram to provide tax breaks for the
wealthy. I cannot understand why we
are trying to replace a Federal bu-
reaucracy with 50 State bureaucracies,
and why that is a better idea. I cannot

understand why we are eliminating na-
tional nutrition standards.

Does someone want to go back to
calling catsup a vegetable?

I am concerned, because these cuts
are going to finance tax breaks for the
wealthy. Fifty percent of the tax
breaks go to families making over
$100,000, like Congressmen. I do not
think we need a tax break.

Five hundred dollars per child for
people making up to $200,000? I do not
understand why. Twenty percent of the
tax cuts go to the wealthiest 2 percent
of the people in this country.

Mr. Speaker, you like to talk about
the average American. Well, I will tell
you, when the average American citi-
zen figures out we are taking money
out of the mouths of children to pay
for tax breaks for the wealthy, I think
they are going to resent it. I think
they are going to resent it all the way
to the 1996 elections.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DOOLITTLE). The Chair will remind all
persons in the gallery that they are
guests of the House and that any mani-
festation of approval or disapproval of
proceedings is in violation of the rules
of the House.
f

WELFARE REFORM BILL: NEW
METHODS FOR COLLECTING
FROM DEADBEAT PARENTS

(Ms. DUNN of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. DUNN of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, today we begin the process of over-
hauling a welfare system that traps
millions of Americans, especially
women and children, in an endless
cycle of poverty and hopelessness.

One of the most crucial provisions of
the Republican welfare reform bill pro-
vides new methods for collecting
money from deadbeat dads and moth-
ers. Right now these irresponsible par-
ents in my home State of Washington
owe over $423 million, and $34 billion is
owed nationally to the children and the
families.

This is money that, in many cases,
could be used to keep children off wel-
fare. These uncaring parents provide
neither hope nor a bright future for
their children. What these deadbeat
parents do instead is three things:
They evade their most basic respon-
sibility by failing to support their own
flesh-and-blood children, they force
their own children into welfare, and
they force you, the American taxpayer,
to pick up the tab for their irrespon-
sibility.

Mr. Speaker, they force the Govern-
ment to become the parent.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately the sta-
tus quo welfare system provides little
relief to the families trapped by delin-
quency of the deadbeat parents. The
child-support provision of our bill,

which I am pleased to say has great bi-
partisan support, will begin the process
of ending welfare as we now know it
and putting our children first by re-
quiring both parents to support their
own children.

Mr. Speaker, I urge every Member to
support this bill and the children.

f

INCREASE, NOT REDUCE, THE
FOOD PROGRAM

(Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I went to the Henry Suder School in
my district on last Friday for the
School Nutrition Program, and while I
was there, they gave me these paper
dolls. They have been coming into the
office over the last month or so. They
are from various children who are at
the school.

One little girl says, and this is to
CARDISS COLLINS from Pearl Haye. It
says,

Children need quality, nutritious foods to
help them grow. If there is no balanced food,
they won’t be healthy. They will not become
healthy citizens. I like to eat well, and I like
to learn a lot of skills. Please, increase, not
reduce, the food program so that all kids can
benefit from it.

You know, it is really amazing to me
when people talk about cutting $60 bil-
lion out of the mouths of children. To
snatch food right out of children’s
mouths is absolutely not comprehen-
sible at all to me.

You know, I went to the school, and
for lunch they had a little tray with a
few little chicken fingers, french fries,
a few carrots, an orange, and a carton
of milk.

Why take that away from little kids?
It does not make sense to do so.

f

MAKING GOVERNMENT LESS
COSTLY AND LESS INTRUSIVE

(Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, straight from the Democratic Party
propaganda room, I give you the Wash-
ington Post’s latest poll that says the
momentum of the Republican Contract
With America is slowing down.

Mr. Speaker, it is polls like this and
scare mongering by our opponents that
has given America 40 years of one
party rule, bloated budgets, arrogance,
and a country on the verge of bank-
ruptcy.

Are the Republicans cutting wasteful
spending? Are we working toward a
balanced budget? Have we begun to end
the arrogance of Washington knows
best? And are we working hard to keep
our word to the American people? The
answer is yes.

Our journey is a difficult one. Fight-
ing the scare tactics of the ‘‘let’s party
on’’ crown has not and will not be easy.
But the American people know better.
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